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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a blood treatment circuit by 
aseptically connecting a connected bag set, which has previously been sterilized, and a 
filter unit, which has previously been sterilized, to each other, said connected bag set being 
composed of a primary bag holding collected blood and a secondary bag holding blood or 
blood components and a first tube to connect said primary bag to said secondary bag, said 
filter unit having an inlet and an outlet, a filter medium to remove specific components from 
a fluid introduced through said inlet, and a second tube, both ends of which are connected 
to said inlet and said outlet, wherein said method comprises! a st e p of 

cutting said first tube so that the first tube comprises first and second cut ends: 
cutting said second tube so that the second tube comprises first and second cut 

ends; 

aseptically connecting said first cut end of said first tube to said first cut end of said 
second tube and aseptically connecting said second cut end of said first tube to said 
second cut end of said second tube by using an apparatus for asept i ca ll y conn e cting tubos , 
thereby placing said filter unit along said first tube. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a blood treatment circuit, said 
method comprising th e st e ps of : 
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sterilizing a connected bag set which is composed of a primary bag holding collected 
blood and a secondary bag holding blood or blood components and a first tube to connect 
said primary bag to said secondary bag; 

sterilizing a filter unit having an inlet and an outlet, a filter medium to remove specific 
components from a fluid introduced through said inlet, and a second tube, both ends of 
which are connected to said inlet and said outlet; and 

cutting said first tube so that the first tube comprises first and second cut ends; 

cutting said second tube so that the second tube comprises first and second cut 

ends; 

aseptically connecting said first cut end of said first tube to said first cut end of said 
second tube and asepticallv connecting said second cut end of said first tube to said 
second cut end of said second tube by us i ng an apparatus for as o pt i ca ll y connoct i ng tuboo , 
thereby placing said filter unit along said first tube. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a blood treatment circuit by 
aseptically connecting a connected bag set, which has previously been sterilized, and a 
filter unit, which has previously been sterilized, to each other, said connected bag set being 
composed of a primary bag holding collected blood and a plurality of secondary bags 
holding blood or blood components and a first tube to connect said primary bag to said 
secondary bags and a third tube to connect said secondary bags to one another, said filter 
unit having an inlet and an outlet, a filter medium to remove specific components from a 
fluid introduced through said inlet, and a second tube, both ends of which are connected to 
said inlet and said outlet, wherein said method comprises: a st e p of 

cutting said second tube so that the second tube comprises first and second cut 

ends; 
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cutting said third tube so that the third tube comprises first and second cut ends; 

aseptically connecting said first cut end of said third tube to said first cut end of said 
second tube, and asepticallv connecting said second cut end of said third tube to said 
second cut end of said second tube by us i ng an apparatus for as e pt i ca ll y conn e ct i ng tubos , 
thereby placing said filter unit along said third tube. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for assembling a blood treatment circuit, said 
method comprising the st e ps of : 

sterilizing a connected bag set which is composed of a primary bag holding collected 
blood and a plurality of secondary bags holding blood or blood components, a first tube to 
connect said primary bag to said secondary bags, and a third tube that connects said 
secondary bags to one another; 

sterilizing a filter unit having an inlet and an outlet, a filter medium to remove specific 
components from a fluid introduced through said inlet, and a second tube both ends of 
which are connected to said inlet and said outlet; and 

cutting said second tube so that the second tube comprises first and second cut 

ends; 

cutting said third tube so that the third tube comprises first and second cut ends; 

aseptically connecting said first cut end of said third tube to said first cut end of said 
second tube, and asepticallv connecting said second cut end of said third tube to said 
second cut end of said second tube by using an apparatus for asoptically connoct i ng tuboo , 
thereby placing said filter unit along said third tube. 
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5. (Original) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as defined in 
Claim 1 , wherein said first tube and/or said second tube has a mark that indicates the 
position of its connection. 

6 (Original) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as defined in 
Claim 2, wherein said first tube and/or said second tube has a mark that indicates the 
position of its connection. 

7. (Original) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as defined in 
Claim 3, wherein said second tube and/or said third tube has a mark that indicates the 
position of its connection. 

8. (Original) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as defined in 
Claim 4, wherein said second tube and/or said third tube has a mark that indicates the 
position of its connection. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as 
defined in Claim 5, wherein said mark indicates the direction of flow of fluid in the tube. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as 
defined in Claim 1 , wherein said first and second tubes each have a tube has an add i t i ona l 
mark indicating that the first and second tubes have been correctly connected to each 
other. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as 
defined in Claim 10, wherein said add i tional marks on the first and second tubes are form e d 
by e xpand i ng th e comprised of an expanded outside diameter of the first and second tubes 

1 1 1 Hp 

ID I7v • 

12. (Previously Presented) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as 
defined in Claim 1, wherein said connected bag set and said filter unit are sterilized in 
different manners or under different conditions. 

13. (Original) The method for assembling a blood treatment circuit as defined in 
Claim 12, wherein said connected bag set is sterilized by moist heat sterilization and said 
filter unit is sterilized by gas sterilization or radiation sterilization. 

14. (Currently Amended) A filter unit to be asepticallv connected to a connected 
bag set in order to assemble a blood treatment circuit, said connected bag set having 
previously been sterilized and being composed of a primary bag holding collected blood 
and a secondary bag holding blood or blood components and a first tube to connect said 
primary bag to said secondary bag, which compr i ses said filter unit comprising an inlet and 
an outlet, a filter medium to remove specific components from fluid introduced through said 
inlet, and a second tube, both ends of which are connected to said inlet and said outlet, 
sa i d f il t e r unit b ei ng put to use by wherein said first tube is asepticallv connected to said 
second tube by using an apparatus for asepticallv connecting tubes, and wherein said 
apparatus for asepticallv connecting said first and second tubes cuts said first and second 
tubes_ cutt i ng sa i d tubo midway^ and then aseptically connects one of said first and second 
tubes to the other at their cut surfaces, such that one of said cut surfaces of said first tube 



Attorney's Docket No. 1034509-000002 
Application No. 10/574,201 

Page 7 



facing one direction is connected to one of said cut surfaces of said second tube facing an 
opposite direction, whereas the other of said cut surfaces of said first tube facing said 
opposite direction is connected to the other of said cut surfaces of said second tube facing 
said one direction connoct i ng tho cut tubo to another tubo f thereby placing said filter unit 
along said first tube . 

15. (Currently Amended) The filter unit as defined in Claim 14, wherein 
said second tube has a mark that indicates the position of its connection to said first 
anoth e r tube. 

16. (Currently Amended) The filter unit as defined in Claim 15, wherein said mark 
indicates the direction of flow of fluid in the second tube. 

17. (Currently Amended) The filter unit as defined in Claim 14, wherein said second 
tube has a an add i t i ona l mark indicating that the second tube has been correctly connected 
to anoth e r the first tube. 

18. (Currently Amended) The filter unit as defined in Claim 17, wherein said 
add i tiona l mark is formed by e xpanding tho comprised of an expanded outside diameter of 
the second tube. 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (Currently Amended) A filter unit to be asepticallv connected to a connected 
bag set compr i sing a in order to assemble a blood treatment circuit, said connected bag set 
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having previously been sterilized and being composed of a primary bag holding collected 
blood and a plurality of secondary bags holding blood or blood components and a first tube 
to connect said primary bag to said secondary bags and a third tube to connect said 
secondary bags to one another said filter unit comprising which compr i sos an inlet and an 
outlet, a filter medium to remove specific components from fluid introduced through said 
inlet, and a second tube, both ends of which are connected to said inlet and said outlet, 
sa i d f il t e r un i t b ei ng put to us e by wherein said third tube is asepticallv connected to said 
second tube by using an apparatus for asepticallv connecting tubes, and wherein said 
apparatus for asepticallv connecting said third and second tubes cuts said third and second 
tubes cutting sa i d tubo m i dway, , and then aseptically connects one of said third and second 
tubes to the other at their cut surfaces, such that one of said cut surfaces of said third tube 
facing one direction is connected to one of said cut surfaces of said second tube facing an 
opposite direction, whereas the other of said cut surfaces of said third tube facing said 
opposite direction is connected to the other of said cut surfaces of said second tube facing 
said one direction conn e ct i ng th e cut tubo to another tubo T wh e rnin said nnnth ^ r tnh p ir . n 
tube that connocts a plura li ty of secondary bags to e ach oth e r, sa i d s e condary bags holding 
b l ood or b l ood components , thereby placing said filter unit along said third tube . 

21 . (Previously Presented) The filter unit as defined in Claim 14, said filter unit 
having a by-pass tube that goes around said filter medium. 

22-25. (Canceled) 

26. (New) The filter unit as defined in Claim 20, wherein said second tube has a 
mark that indicates the position of its connection to said third tube. 
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27. (New) The filter unit as defined in Claim 26, wherein said mark indicates the 
direction of flow of fluid in the second tube. 

28. (New) The filter unit as defined in Claim 20, wherein said second tube has a 
mark indicating that the second tube has been correctly connected to the third tube. 

29. (New) The filter unit as defined in Claim 28, wherein said mark is comprised 
of an expanded outside diameter of the second tube. 

30. (New) The filter unit as defined in Claim 20, said filter unit having a by-pass 
tube that goes around said filter medium. 

31 . (New) A filter unit comprising a filter and a tube, the filter possessing an inlet 
and an outlet, the filter comprising a housing and a filter medium in the housing to remove 
specific components from fluid introduced through the inlet, the tube comprising a first end 
connected to the inlet of the filter and a second end connected to the outlet of the filter so 
that the tube extends between the inlet and outlet of the filter, said tube not being 
connected to a container between the first and second ends of the tube, and the filter unit 
being sterilized, the filter unit being adapted to be put to use by cutting the tube between 
the first and second ends to result in cut ends of the tube and aseptically connecting the cut 
ends of the tube to another tube. 
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32. (New) A filter unit as defined in claim 31 , further comprising two spaced apart 
marks on the tube at positions on either side of a location where the tube is to be cut, the 
two marks being distinguishable from one another. 

33. (New) A filter unit as defined in claim 31 , wherein a portion of the tube has an 
expanded outside diameter relative to parts of the tube on both sides of the portion of 
expanded diameter to indicate correct connection of the tube to the another tube. 



